
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 The number of people in 

need of humanitarian 

assistance has increased 

from 14.7 million to 15.9 

million over the past year. 

 Fighting in Al Bayda in 

October and November 

displaced 14,000 people but 

most have gone back home. 

 10.6 million (41 per cent) of 

people in Yemen are food 

insecure compared to 10.5 

million (40 per cent) in 2013. 

  246 migrants have died at 

sea this year compared to 

179 who drowned over the 

last three years. 

 2,700 people living with HIV 

and AIDS receive treatment 

in five governorates. 

 

FIGURES (2014) 

People in need 
of humanitarian 
aid 

14.7 m 

Food insecure 
people 

10.6 m 

People without 
access to safe 
water and 
sanitation 

13.1 m 

People without 
access to 
adequate health 
care 

8.6 m 

Acutely 
malnourished 
children 

1 m 

Sources: UNHCR, WFP, OCHA, 
WHO, UNICEF 

FUNDING 

596 million  
requested (US$) 

 

54% funded 
 

15.9 million people in Yemen need aid in 2015 
8 per cent increase since last year due mainly to new conflict areas, better 
data and population growth in high-need areas 

The number of people in need of some form of assistance has increased from 14.7 million 
to 15.9 million over the past year, according to the 2015 Humanitarian Needs Overview, 
which will be published next week. There has also been a geographic shift in the severity 
of needs because conflict has spread to new areas and more data is available from areas 
that were previously inaccessible and not included in the 2014 Yemen Humanitarian 
Response Plan. Overall, highest priority needs in 2015 remain the same as this year. 
These include food and nutrition assistance, access to health care, shelter primarily for 
conflict-affected people, protection including child protection and provision of water and 
sanitation. Critical needs are mainly concentrated in areas of recent conflict and along the 
densely-populated western coastal plain. 

The underlying drivers of the humanitarian crisis in Yemen are linked to structural causes, 
including endemic poverty, a weak economy, poor management of resources and poor 
governance. These issues have led to a lack of investment in basic services, fuelled 
localized conflicts and created protection concerns for the internally displaced people, 
vulnerable host communities and other vulnerable groups such as refugees, migrants, 
women and children.  

The 8 per cent increase in people in need is mainly a result of expanding conflict in new 
areas, population growth in areas that lack access to even the most basic services, as 
well as better estimates based on new surveys of needs like food security and 
malnutrition. Conflict and displacement during the year in Abyan, Shabwah, Amran, Al 
Jawf, Marib and Al Bayda caused some displacement, damage to infrastructure and 
disrupted livelihoods of conflict-affected communities, as did increasing numbers of new 
arrivals of migrants and refugees from the Horn of Africa.   

Severity of humanitarian needs in Yemen in 2015 
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More sustainable interventions needed to address malnutrition  

The scale-up of assistance this year led to an improvement in acute malnutrition from 
over one million acutely malnourished children to about 840,000, of whom 170,000 are 
severely acutely malnourished. The  improvement, according to the Nutrition Cluster, is 
attributed to interventions by humanitarian partners over the last one and a half years as 
well as to improved estimation of caseloads using up-to-date nutrition survey findings. 
Generally, nutrition treatment programmes have been scaled up. In 2012, a total of 
199,185 people were enrolled in treatment for malnutrition. That number increased to 
280,802 people in 2013, to 338,096 from January to October this year. According to the 
Nutrition Cluster, the total enrolment for this year may rise slightly higher. These include 
both severely acute malnourished and moderately acute malnourished cases. 

As a result of scaled up interventions, Al Hudaydah Governorate which has been 
contributing 25 per cent of the national malnutrition caseload has seen a reduction in the 
number of acute malnourished children by up to 40 per cent. In Sa’ada and Al Jawf, more 
precise estimation showed a smaller caseload than previously thought. In spite of the 
improvement, however, acute malnutrition rates are still at critical levels across Yemen 
and are higher in the west and south-west coastal plains. This is mainly as a result of low 
coverage of health and nutrition services, sub-optimal infant and child feeding practices 
and communicable disease morbidity.   

Recent surveys also show that the prevalence of global stunting has reduced from 46.6 
per cent in 2011 to 41.3 per cent. In 2015, humanitarian partners will need to scale up 
curative and prevention interventions in order to ensure further sustainable improvement 
in malnutrition as well as reduction in the prevalence of stunting across highly vulnerable 
governorates. 

Limited displacement in Al Bayda 
500 families still displaced due to clashes in October/November  

Intermittent clashes between Al Houthis, Al Qaeda and affiliated tribes began in mid-
October 2014 in Al Bayda Governorate and intensified over the first two weeks of 
November. Violence was mainly concentrated in Wald Rabi’, Al Quraishyah and Rada’ 
Districts and displaced an estimated 2,000 families (14,000 people), many of whom have 
since returned home. Reports from local sources indicate no serious damage to their 
houses.  

As of 23 November, about 500 families remained displaced, some of whom were living in 
caves surrounding Al Manasseh in Wald Rabi’ District. According to an inter-agency rapid 
assessment, their main needs are food and non-food items like blankets for keeping 
warm during winter and clean drinking water. Humanitarian partners believe they can 
cover these needs from existing stocks and have started distributing food, water filters, 
hygiene kits and blankets to the 500 displaced families. According to the assessment, five 
health centres in Wald Rabi’ and Al Quraishyah Districts lack staff and medical supplies 
to respond to emergencies while 11 affected schools remain closed. Militants are 
reportedly still occupying at least one school and one health facility in the area, though 
other schools have been vacated following advocacy by local communities and 
humanitarian partners.    

Change in number of malnourished children 

 

Prevalence of global stunting among children 

 
Source: UNOCHA 
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More fighting in Al Bayda could exacerbate food insecurity  

Conditions in Al Bayda were significantly quieter by the end of November, although many 
people in affected areas believed that conflict could resume because there is still a 
significant presence of militants, and the underlying tensions between different parties 
have not yet been resolved. Continued fighting in the area would likely worsen food 
security for families in Al Bayda, where over 50 per cent of people are food insecure in 
2014. According to the Famine Early Warning System (FEWS Net), fighting and insecurity 
have disrupted markets and livelihoods in many parts of Yemen, especially in Ibb, Al 
Bayda, Sana’a, Marib and Al Hudaydah Governorates. If conflict persists, agricultural 
production in these areas could be affected during the ongoing second season harvest 
that ends in January 2015. Interruption of the harvest could decrease agricultural output 
and thereby exacerbate food insecurity. 

Survey finds slight decline in food security 
Significant differences in food security between governorates 

Food insecurity has worsened 
slightly from 40 per cent of the 
population (10.5 million people) in 
2013 to 41 per cent this year. 
According to the 2014 
Comprehensive Food Security 
Survey (CFSS), 10.6 million people 
(41 per cent of the population) have 
limited or no access to sufficient 
nutritious food, and eat less than the 
minimum required food to lead a 
healthy life.  The situation is worse 
in rural areas with nearly half of 
people food insecure compared to 
just over a quarter in urban areas.  

Food insecurity in Yemen, according 
to the CFSS, has multifarious 
drivers, including widespread 
conflicts, political instability and 
insecurity, deterioration in economic 
growth, extreme poverty, high 
population growth in areas that lack basic services, high unemployment rate and huge 
reduction in remittances since last year from Yemenis who used to work in Saudi Arabia. 
Others include volatility of food prices and other essential commodities, as well as 
increasing cost of living.  

Rural people more food insecure compared to urban dwellers 

Sa’ada, which was surveyed for the first time this year, is the most food insecure 
governorate with nearly 70 per cent of the people food insecure, of whom 40 per cent are 
severely food insecure. In Lahj, Hajjah, Shabwah, Al Dhale’e and Al Bayda Governorates, 
more than half of the people are food insecure. The survey shows that rural households 
are much more food insecure than urban households, and that severe food insecurity in 
rural areas is more than double that of urban places. Among poor households, shocks 
like lack of rainfall continue to impact the already precarious food security situation. Many 
people in rural areas cannot afford food to maintain good health. As a result, they eat less 
nutritious food items, limit the size and number of meals, and restrict adults’ food 
consumption in favour of children. 

Future food security will largely depend on water availability 

Yemen is the seventh most water-scarce country in the world. Water availability will be a 
key determinant of food security in Yemen in the future. Reservoirs in Yemen are being  

People in need of food assistance by governorate 
 (2014-2015) 

 

Source: Food Security and Agriculture Cluster 
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depleted faster than they are replenished and groundwater levels have dropped by six 
metres a year in crowded, mountainous regions outside the cities of Sana’a, Taizz, 
Dhamar, Amran and Sa’adah, according to the World Bank. 

In a new report, Turn Down the Heat, Confronting the New Climate Normal, the Bank said 
population growth and increased cultivation of 
qat has led to a surge in water use. In 2010, 
this was estimated at 3.9 billion cubic metres 
(bcm) against a renewable supply of 2.5 bcm. 
In Sana’a and Taizz, people get piped water 
once a week at most. To meet the shortfall, 
water is pumped up, further depleting 
underground reserves. Sana’a, the capital, is 
likely to run out of water by 2025. 

Qat plants cover 38 per cent of Yemen’s 
irrigated areas and in some places, food crops 
are being uprooted and replaced with qat, a 
mild narcotic whose leaves are popularly 
chewed across Yemen. According to the World Bank report, irrigation has increased by 
15 times while rain-fed agriculture has declined by nearly 30 per cent across Yemen 
since 1970. Efforts to regulate water use have not been very successful. In some rural 
areas, water shortages have escalated local conflicts. The report suggests options to 
reduce overall vulnerability including more efficient use of available resources, 
diversification of the economy to increase resilience to climate risks and increased 
investments to overcome resource predicaments. 

Increased number of migrants drowning at sea  
2014 death toll higher than combined toll for the last three years  

The number of migrants drowning at sea as they try to reach Yemen from the Horn of 
Africa via the Gulf of Aden is increasing, with reports saying at least 30 people died on 11 
November. Another 26 drowned on 20 October, bringing total confirmed deaths in 2014 
to 246. This is higher than the combined toll for the last three years of 179 people. 
According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), tens of thousands of 
people from the Horn of Africa travel to Yemen out of desperation and ignorance.  

A survivor’s story: 

‘‘I was in a group of more than 100 people. We left Dire Dawa (Ethiopia) for Djibouti. The trip from Ethiopia to 
Djibouti border was done by vehicle. I stayed one week in Djibouti then moved to Tadjourah then Obock. Most 
of the trip from Djibouti to Tadjourah and Obock was done on foot. I left my country because I heard that there 
were many jobs and a lot of money in Saudi Arabia. On departure, I paid some money to the traffickers in 
Ethiopia and the rest of the money was used to pay for the boat from Obock to Yemen and to Saudi Arabia. In 
total I spent 7,500 birr (US$380). 

“Now I have lost all my money, but I’m still alive. I knew that I could have died in the desert or at sea, and 
because I didn’t have documents, could have been arrested by the police in Yemen or Saudi Arabia. I did not 
have any hope in my village, so I decided to continue my trip anyway. But then I saw what happened with the 
boat. I saw my friends dying as most of them did not know how to swim. I can still hear their cries. I was lucky 
because it could have been me and now I want IOM to help me to go back to my country.”’ – IOM. 

At least 16,500 female migrants (both Somali and Ethiopian) who arrived in Yemen 
between 2011 and 2013 cannot be accounted for, according to a recent study by the 
Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat (RMMS). Some of the women, the study suggests, 
could have been abducted by criminal gangs, trafficked for labour or sexual exploitation, 
walked north trying to reach Saudi Arabia without being detected or gone to Al Bayda and 
Dhamar Governorates to work in qat farms. The RMMS estimates that between 2006 and 
2013, more than 512,000 migrants, mostly Somali and Ethiopian, were smuggled from 
the Horn of Africa to Yemen. 

 

Comparison  of per capita fresh water 
resources in the Arab world and in Yemen 
from 1962-2012 

 
Source: World Bank 
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New Materials on ReliefWeb  

Inter-Agency Assessment in Al 
Bayda Governorate Mission: 21 – 23 
November 2014 | Final Report | 1 
December 2014 
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/inter
-agency-assessment-al-bayda-
governorate-mission-21-23-
november-2014-final-report-1 
 
Emergency Response Fund – 
Yemen, Quarterly Update: July - 
September 2014 
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/eme
rgency-response-fund-yemen-
quarterly-update-july-september-
2014 

Technical workshop on Durable 
Solutions for IDPs in Yemen 
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/tech
nical-workshop-durable-solutions-
idps-yemen 
 
Yemen crisis a boon for people 
smugglers 
http://www.irinnews.org/country/ye/y
emen 
 
OCHA Flash Update 1: Clashes in Al 
Bayda 
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/och
a-flash-update-1-clashes-al-bayda 
 
More than 11 million children 
vaccinated in measles/rubella 
campaign 
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-
news/measles-rubella.html (Source: 
WHO) 
 
Increased conflict and high fuel 
prices driving Crisis-level food 
insecurity 
http://www.fews.net/east-
africa/yemen/food-security-
outlook/october-2014 (Source : 
FewsNet) 
 
UNICEF Yemen Situation Report, 
October 2014 
http://www.unicef.org/search/search.
php?q_en=yemen&go.x=5&go.y=14 
 
Comprehensive Food Security 
Survey - Yemen, November 2014 
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/com
prehensive-food-security-survey-
yemen-november-2014 (Source: 
WFP) 
 
Yemen: 4th round IPC analysis – 
Summary of findings Acute Food 
Insecurity Current Situation 
Overview  
http://www.ipcinfo.org/  
(Source: IPC) 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2014/11/24/future-impact-of-climate-change-visible-now-in-yemen
http://www.regionalmms.org/fileadmin/content/rmms_publications/Abused___Abducted_RMMS.pdf
http://www.regionalmms.org/fileadmin/content/rmms_publications/Abused___Abducted_RMMS.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/inter-agency-assessment-al-bayda-governorate-mission-21-23-november-2014-final-report-1
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/inter-agency-assessment-al-bayda-governorate-mission-21-23-november-2014-final-report-1
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/inter-agency-assessment-al-bayda-governorate-mission-21-23-november-2014-final-report-1
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/inter-agency-assessment-al-bayda-governorate-mission-21-23-november-2014-final-report-1
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For further information, please contact:  
Trond Jensen, Head of Office, OCHA Yemen, jensen8@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 207 
Erich Ogoso, Public Information and Advocacy Officer, OCHA Yemen. ogoso@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 831  
Signe Jepsen, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA New York, jepsen@un.org, Tel. +1 (917) 367 2334  
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.reliefweb.int 

 

Changing attitudes towards HIV and AIDS  
Stigma and discrimination towards people living with HIV and AIDS in Yemen has fallen 
significantly in some public health facilities with more people coming out to seek 
treatment, according to the international medical humanitarian organization Médécins 
Sans Frontières (MSF- Spain). In Al 
Jomhari Hospital in Sana’a, where MSF is 
working in collaboration with the National 
AIDS Programme (NAP), the number of 
patients at the antiretroviral clinic increased 
from 105 in 2010 to 164 in the first half of 
2014. The NAP provides services for people 
living with HIV and AIDS in five 
governorates where 1,000 patients receive 
HIV treatment and more than 1,700 patients 
receive treatment against opportunistic 
infections. 

Human rights activists, however, say some 
HIV and AIDS patients are still denied care in some hospitals. In 2013, UNAIDS 
estimated that 6,000 people were living with HIV and AIDS in Yemen. Many Yemenis, 
however, are not fully informed of the disease, how it is transmitted and how to protect 
themselves. A 2009 law provides for free health services to people with HIV and imposes 
criminal penalties on health workers who discriminate against them.  

In brief: 
Nearly one million Yemenis returned from Saudi Arabia 

The number of Yemeni migrant workers who have been returned from Saudi Arabia since 
last year reached 936,408 people in September, according to the Government. The 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) which monitors the returns at Al Tuwal 
border point in Hajjah Governorate, where most returnees pass, has registered 580,939 
people between June 2013 and October 2014. The returns followed the restructuring of 
the domestic labour market in Saudi Arabia, and have hurt the livelihoods of families that 
were reliant on remittances from the migrant workers. 

Roadmap on return home of northern IDPs  

Humanitarian partners have developed a roadmap to guide the return home of long-term 
IDPs in northern Yemen. Initial consideration is for people living in Al Mazraq camps, and 
those who wish to return to Al Dhamer and Haydan Districts in Sa'ada. The strategy 
focuses on mine awareness and de-mining, land tenure issues, rehabilitation of basic 
services, livelihood projects and female-headed households. There are approximately 
14,000 IDPs in Al Mazraq and surrounding areas out of a total caseload of approximately 
335,000 people still displaced in Yemen.  

Humanitarian partners marking16 days of gender activism 

Humanitarian partners launched on 25 November a series of activities to mark the 16 
days of activism against gender violence in Yemen. A number of national and 
international NGOs are involved. Activities range from games to discussions. The aim is 
to raise awareness about violence against women and girls, early and forced marriage, 
child recruitment, domestic violence and other gender issues. This year, Yemen ranked 
last out of 142 countries in the Global Gender Index compiled by the World Economic 
Forum.  

 
1,000 people living with HIV are receiving treatment in five 
governorates. Photo: UNOCHA 
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